
 

22 

Places and Spaces of Cultural Production in East Asia 
International Graduate Conference, Vienna 2016 — September 22 - 25 

www.culturaltyphooneurope.wordpress.com | cultural.typhoon.europe@gmail.com 

Art and Activism 
 
 
Title: “Abandonment is Human” 
Slot:  ART-Slot 1 
Date &Time: Thursday 22nd September 2016, 16:00 – 16:30 
Room:  Blue Room 
 
WILHELM, Johannes (University of Vienna, Austria) 
Title Abandonment is Human 
Abstract 
 

In terms of anthropology and history of humankind, most places have been abandoned over the time. 
Abandonment seems to be an inevitable fate of any settlement of human beings. On the other hand, at 
least until the dawn of capitalism, humankind has tend to colonialize places and spaces by using or 
consuming natural resouces of a certain place more or less in a sustainable way, yet, in most cases until 
depletion. In our times, reasons for abandonment seem to be found within the socioeconomic space. 
People abandon places to find better condition for a living within their post-industrial setting. The 
audiovisual collage presented by the author (Friend of HAL) is a comparable perspective to the fictional 
cameraman (Sandor Krasna) in the "Sans Soleil" by Chris Marker. The sound compositions inspired by 
Brian Enos approach of ambience are based on loops, pointing to a repeating structure of history, while 
slight changes of patterns are indicating change. 
While being a fieldworker with emic access, the author tries to transcendent the present of rural Japan into 
a history of memories that are obviously moving to a state of abandonment, too. 

Biography 
 

Made in Germany and born in Japan in the year of the Osaka Expo, Joha grew up between both cultures. 
His academic work focuses basically on the anthropology of rural Japan, yet, he also worked on other 
fields such as media, folk religion or transcultural history. 

 
Title: “Documentaries of Japanese Artisans in Aachen” 
Slot:  ART-Slot 2 
Date &Time: Friday 23nd September 2016, 16:30 – 17:00 
Room:  Green Room 
 
DOI, Takashi & HIGUCHI, Ryō 
Title Documentaries of Japanese Artisans in Aachen 
Abstract 
 

For thirty-five years, RWTH Aachen University has conducted workshops in the traditional Japanese 
artisanship of sakan, a type of Japanese plasterwork. A talented Japanese plaster worker, or sakan 
shokunin, from the younger generation has served as the instructor and taught workshop participants how 
to make traditional Japanese walls using German materials. This year, in addition to the sakan shokunin, a 
Japanese thatcher, or kayabuki shokunin, came to the workshops and made a new roof using European 
materials.  
Now, we are delighted to be able to present two documentaries of the workshops which ran from the 19th 
through the 28th of July 2016: the first shows how Japanese walls were built by the sakan shokunin and 
the workshop participants, and the second illustrates how a roof was built by the kayabuki shokunin and 
workshop participants. The documentary not only explains the procedures involved in making traditional 
Japanese houses, but it also shows how craftspeople utilize traditional materials in Germany where the 
climate is different from that of Japan. The documentary enables viewers to understand how craftspeople 
interpret traditional Japanese architecture in Germany. 

Biography 
 

Ryo Higuchi is a PhD student at the Tokyo Institute of Technology, Japan, and Visiting PhD student at the 
University of Vienna in the field of architectural history. His area of interest is architectural locality, what 
factors bring locality into architecture, and whether these factors are geographically or chronologically 
universal. 
 
Takashi Doi was born in 1982 in Japan. After 3 years of wandering around Japan, he studied French 
literature at Sophia (Joti) University of Tokyo and got an MA there. He worked as editor of the music 
magazine Gendai Guitar and worked as assistant in Meiji University of Tokyo. And since 2015 he studies 
Romance Studies in terms of Literature, Linguistics, Media Studies and Cultural Studies at Vienna 
University. 
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Title: “Space and Time - Dance Performance” 
Slot:  ART-Slot 3 
Date &Time: Thursday 23rd September 2016, 18:00 – 18:30 
Room:   
 
HOLL, Peter 
Title Space and Time - Dance Performance 
Abstract 
 

 

Biography  
 
 
Title: “Cosmic Drama” 
Slot:  ART-Slot 4 
Date &Time: Saturday 24th September 2016, 12:30 – 13:00 
Room:  Green Room 
 
KIM, Ji Sun & ARNSTRÖM, Pia
Title Cosmic Drama 
Abstract 
 

The myths of Jeju are full of gods and goddesses like “Grandmother Seoulmundae”, the goddess of 
creation, and diving into the salty waters of the ocean surrounding it, the diving women, Haenyeo, 
independent and strong.  
On Jeju, different ideologies, religions, old myths and new influences are absorbed and transformed into 
something new. This transformation and merging of influences is the inspiration for the visuals and sounds 
of the exhibition. 
Composition and performance are based on M. Schaffer’s theory of the soundscape in relation to Gestalt 
psychology, “keytone sounds”, “signals”, and sound prints or “soundmarks”. The songs of the Haenyeo, as 
well as the sound of the island´s nature are incorporated into the “soundwalk” to recreate the „acoustic 
community“. 
The paths of the Jeju Olle, the hiking trail winding its way all around the island, have been rendered in 
porcelain and connected in the form of an egg. Using the classic Pepper´s Ghost technique, we want to 
evoke the mystique of the myths still alive on Jeju Island. 
The acoustic space of the performance, the visual space of the exhibition and the emotional space of the 
audience´s reaction merge to form a unique environment. 

Biography 
 

This is the second collaboration of Pia Arnström and Ji Sun Kim after the Project “Influx Korea”, which was 
exhibited at the Korea Kulturhaus Vienna in 2015. 
 
Pia Arnström was born in 1974 in Sundsvall, Sweden. She studied 2001-2006 at the University of Applied 
Arts Vienna and lives and works in Vienna and Vike, Sweden. 
 
Ji Sun Kim is a lecturer for Korean Studies at the Institute for East Asian Studies. She received her Master 
degree and Instrumental & Voice Education in Recorder and an Artist Diploma at McGill University as well 
as her PhD from the Department of Cultural Management and Cultural Studies at the University of Music 
and Performing Arts Vienna. 
Ji Sun Kim started her professional career in recorder music after winning the Recorder Contest Tokyo, the 
International Competition for Solo Recorder, Novezamky, and top rankings at the Montreal International 
Recorder Competiton and the Early Music America Medieval/Renaissance Performance Competition. She 
performed a series of concerts in Spain with her ensemble Musica Fantasia, winners of the 2010 Musica 
Antigua Obra Social la Caixa. On invitation of the Federal Chancellery of Austria the ensemble played a 
series of concerts at Palais Porcia in Vienna. 
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